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· Another Great Year

· Winter Birds of Lincoln

· Amphitheatre Update

· Annual Meeting

· Volunteer Survey
Next Meeting

Tues., Mar. 6th
7:00 PM
Buffalo Run
Upcoming Events

Sat., April 7th
Kite Day
Useful Links

http://www.lspfriends.org
Official website of the Friends of Lincoln State Park.  Check us out!

http://www.in.gov/dnr
Official website of Indiana DNR with links to camping information, interpretive naturalist programs, and much more. 

http://thinklincoln.org
Official website detailing Spencer County efforts to celebrate the Lincoln Bicentennial in 2009

Contact Us
info@lspfriends.org



Friends of Lincoln

State Park, Inc.
P.O. Box 601
Chrisney, IN 47611
	Friends of LSP Ready For Another Great Year


If you’re like us, you’ve accepted our obligatory bout with cold weather this month and are ready to move on to spring.  Spring means that soon the leaves, flowers, animals, bugs, and people will be returning to Lincoln State Park.  The Friends of Lincoln State Park are ready for another outstanding year.  We have been fortunate to have the support of our members since we began back in 2004.  Once again your support will be vital to the carrying out of our mission in 2007.  Some dates you may want to put on your calendar include:


Sat.
Apr. 7

Kite Day


Sun.
May 27

Community Band Concert featuring





the combined community bands of Spencer Co.,





Newburgh, and Owensboro


Sat.
Jun. 23

Ice Cream Social


Sat.
Oct. 20


Sat.
Oct. 27

Friends Fall Frolic & Haunted Trail


In addition to these dates, we will also be scheduling some family film nights again this season.  Be sure to come out and enjoy the park this year and check out some of our events and activities!

Lincoln State Park Provides Winter Home For Birds
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By Wayne Rink

The golden-crowned kinglet is a very small bird about 3.5 inches long, with a black cap that has a yellow (female) or yellow with orange (male) stripe in the center of the cap.  It also has a white eyebrow and two white wing bars.  They feed on food from the bark of trees, eating insects, spiders, fruit, and seeds.  They will also drink tree sap.  The golden-crowned kinglet summers north of us in coniferous woods in areas like northern Michigan and into Canada.  They winter in mixed and deciduous forests.


The hermit thrush is a slightly larger bird that is 7.5 inches long (a little smaller than a robin) and has a brown head, back, and wings.  It has a reddish-brown tail with spotting on all of the breast and a thin, whitish eye ring.  The hermit thrush feeds on the ground, eating insects, spiders, earthworms, snails, as well as fruits and berries.  They are only winter residents here and will be found in coniferous and mixed woods, and shrub thickets.  


Can you tell which bird goes with which photograph above?  Both can be found in your Lincoln State Park and Col. Jones Home area.  So come and enjoy the winter woods and see some birds that are only winter residents in this area.  

Also remember…

TAKE NOTHING BUT MEMORIES AND LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS.
HB 1244 Would Restore Amphitheatre Funding
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By Dan Wilkinson


Reps. Russ Stilwell, Suzanne Crouch, and Dennis Oxley have co-authored a bill in the General Assembly which would fund capital improvements at the Lincoln State Park Amphitheatre as well as production of an Abraham Lincoln play in 2009.  The amounts requested were based upon work of a subcommittee which met in 2006.  


The subcommittee was an outgrowth from a series of meetings sponsored by the Lincolnland Economic Development 

Corporation designed to help Spencer County find ways to educate and promote to the outside world the very important formative boyhood years Abraham Lincoln spent in Spencer County, Indiana.   


In its present form, the bill would appropriate funds to the Indiana Department of Natural Resources which would be responsible for the expenditure of the funds.  From 1987 until 2005, the amphitheatre featured Billy Edd Wheeler’s musical drama “Young Abe Lincoln.”  Options in 2009 include reviving Wheeler’s play, commissioning a new play, or choosing from some very well-written plays authored by local residents.   


Local representatives in the General Assembly are very optimistic that the requested funding will be approved and due to the nature of the budget approval process are not asking for letters or calls of support at the present time.  Earlier this year, some members of the local subcommittee met with representatives from Governor Mitch Daniel’s office and received positive feedback.  The Indiana Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission has also voiced its support for funding of the amphitheatre. 


In the meantime, Rising Star Promotions is once again presenting a series of concerts at the amphitheatre this summer from June 2 to September 1.  The exact concert schedule has not yet been announced.

	
	Annual Membership Meeting is Tuesday, March 6th


A new year means its time for the annual membership meeting of the Friends of Lincoln State Park.  This year the annual meeting will be held during our regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday, March 6th at 7:00 PM at Buffalo Run.  The only business on this year’s agenda is the election of two positions on the board of directors.  Vera Emmons and Dan Wilkinson will be running for re-election for these two positions.  All dues paying members are entitled to vote at the annual meeting.


The previous meeting was scheduled to be held on February 13th, but that meeting was cancelled due to bad weather.  After the very brief “annual meeting” we will conduct business as usual.  On the agenda will be making plans for Kite Day coming up on April 7th.  Hope to see you there!

	
	Take Our Volunteer Survey


If you signed up to be a Friends volunteer in the past, you should have recently received in the mail a volunteer survey.  In an effort to increase our number of volunteers and to better organize our volunteer efforts, we are conducting the survey to find out who is willing to volunteer and when our volunteers will be available.  

If you haven’t already returned your survey, please take a moment to fill it out and send it back in to us.  It should only take you a minute and we’ve even provided you with the postage to return it.  How about that!  Even if you no longer wish to be a volunteer, we want to know that too.  


If you didn’t receive your survey or if you would like to become a volunteer, please let us know and we will make sure you receive one.  We will also try to make the survey available online through our website as well.

	
	Fall Frolic and Haunted Trail Were Big Hit


It’s been a few months, but the Friends of Lincoln State Park ended our 2006 season with the annual Friends Fall Frolic and added a new event in the haunted trail which took place at the amphitheatre.  Thanks to help from the Heritage Hills FFA and park staff, the haunted trail spooked park visitors the last three Saturday nights in October as well as one Friday night.  Over 800 people braved the trail which took visitors through the woods and back around into the cast house at the amphitheatre.  In appreciation for all of their hard work and dedication in helping make the trail happen, the Friends donated $200 to the Heritage Hills FFA and held a “thank you” chili and soup dinner at the campground shelter house in early November.


For the third straight year, the Friends also hosted the Fall Frolic featuring hay rides, pumpkin painting, and other fun crafts and games.  This year the Girl Scouts joined us and offered cookie decorating as well.  Once again, the weather was beautiful and we had our best turnout yet.  


October will be here sooner than you think and we’ll be making plans for 2007 very soon.  So, put the last two weekends of October on your calendar and plan to have a great time with us!    



	This newsletter is not published by the Indiana Department Natural Resources.

You are receiving this message because you are a member of the Friends of Lincoln State Park or have otherwise indicated a willingness to receive our newsletters and periodic updates.  If you would like to be removed from our mailing list please send an e-mail to info@lspfriends.org with the word ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line.


