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	It’s a Bird, It’s a Plane, It’s a…

By Bonnie Hohl
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A young man wrestles his kite during Kite Day 2006.

Learn more about National Kite Month at www.nationalkitemonth.org 

     What has a tail, can fly, comes in different shapes, colors and sizes?  It’s a kite! April is National Kite Month and to celebrate the Friends of Lincoln State Park are sponsoring Kite Day. 

     It is not clear who developed the first kite, but research shows that the first kite was flown more than two thousand years ago in China.  The Chinese army flew a kite over the wall of a city to measure how far they had to dig a tunnel to surprise and attack their enemy.  By the 7th century, the kite had spread to Japan, Korea, Asia, and India.  Japan used kites to avert evil spirits and help provide a bountiful harvest.  By the 18th century, kites were being used by scientists as a scientific instrument.

     Benjamin Franklin used the kite to study the use of lightning as an electric current.   Alexander Wilson used kites to lift thermometers up in the sky to measure temperatures at different levels.  The Wright Brothers used their passion of kites as children to help develop their first airplane.  William Eddy and Lawrence Hargraves developed special kites to carry meteorological instruments and cameras up in the atmosphere to study weather.  Lawrence Hargraves also developed the box kite in 1890.

     For the last several years, the kite has become a favorite past time and a sport for many enthusiasts.  Many contest and festivals are held throughout the world.  The largest kite festival is held in Ahmedabad, Gujarat in India on January 14.  Over 100,000 kites have been known to be in the sky at one time.  Kite in English means graceful bird.  The Mexican word for kite is papalote, which means butterfly.  In Germany, the word for kite is grachen, which means dragon.

     So, on April 7 from 1-3 pm bring your kites and come to the Lincoln State Park Amphitheater parking lot to fly your kites with members of the Friends of Lincoln State Park.

    Members of the Friends group will be demonstrating by attempting to fly their own kites, provided the wind cooperates.   A drawing for a free kite will be held every half-hour, along with various activities and concession.  At the conclusion of the kite-flying event, the Friends of Lincoln State Park will host an Easter Egg hunt on the ground of the amphitheater.  Some concessions will also be available.

WHEN:

Sat., April 7th from 1:00 – 3:00 PM

WHERE:
Amphitheatre parking area at Lincoln State Park

BRING:

One or more kites, your Easter egg basket, the kids

COST:

FREE—park entrance fee of $5 per vehicle will apply
Meet the White-Throated Sparrow

By Wayne Rink
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A photo of the white-throated sparrow.

     The white-throated sparrow is a 6.5-inch long bird with a dark crown that has a buff or white central stripe.  It also has a white throat with a dark bill.  It’s a pretty sparrow indeed, and I usually don’t care for sparrows. 

     They feed on the ground, eating weed seeds, grains, fruit, and insects.  At feeders they eat cracked corn, sunflower seeds, or millet either from trays or scattered on the ground.

     White-throated sparrow spend the summers in Canada and are only residents in this area during the winter.  They enjoy coniferous and mixed woods, and brushy areas.  So at your Lincoln State Park and Col. Jones Home area come and experience the cool of the year and see some of our winter birds and wildlife.  At this time of year you won’t need bug spray and you will not have to fight the crowds.  Why not come and enjoy this time of year at your State Park and Col. Jones Home.  Also be looking for the warblers as they come through our area on their way north.  Next month there will be some for sure…just don’t want you to miss them.

TAKE NOTHING BUT MEMORIES AND LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS.
New and Improved Friends Website Unveiled

By Dan Wilkinson

     If you haven’t been to our website recently, then you aren’t aware of a great new resource for Lincoln State Park and the Friends organization.  A redesign and overhaul of our website was just recently completed and you can now view the changes at www.lspfriends.org.  

     The new site contains membership information, news, events, photos, park maps, camping information, and more.  You can even take a “virtual tour” of Lincoln State Park while you’re there.  

     We are very excited about this new website which will be updated frequently.  Before you plan your next visit to the park, check out our website to find out what’s going on at the park.    

     So, next time you’re surfing come check us out!
Results From Annual Membership Meeting

     On Tuesday, March 6th, the Friends of Lincoln State Park held its annual membership meeting.  A motion was passed to dispense with reading the minutes from last year’s annual meeting.  A motion was also passed closing nominations for the board of directors.  Dan Wilkinson and Vera Emmons were re-elected to two year terms on the board.  Shirley Begle was elected secretary replacing Vera Emmons who had resigned that position.  The annual membership meeting was then adjourned.

Please Return Your Volunteer Surveys Today

     There are still many who received volunteer surveys in the mail who have not returned them.  Please take a moment to return the survey…postage was supplied…to our mailing address listed above.  Even if you no longer wish to be a volunteer, providing us that information will help us plan our activities in the coming year.  

     If you didn’t receive one, please visit our website at www.lspfriends.org where you can download or print a copy of the volunteer survey.  Or go directly to the survey (a pdf file requiring Adobe Acrobat Reader) by clicking here.  New and old volunteers are always enthusiastically welcomed!

Rising Star Releases Amphitheatre Concert Schedule

By Dan Wilkinson
     The 2007 concert season at the Lincoln Amphitheatre gets under way starting June 2nd and Rising Star promotions recently announced their concert schedule for the season.

     New for this season, the park entrance fee will be waived for those attending the concerts between 4 and 8 PM.  Also, dinner will be available before the show catered by Bill and Dave’s Smokin’ Pit of Tell City.  Ticket prices this season are $13 for the concerts alone and $21 for the concert and meal together.  A discount is also being offered for campers who show their camping receipt.  These prices and discounts do not apply to the June 2nd concert.  Children under 10 are free with a paid adult ticket.  

     Shows are every Saturday night beginning at 7:30 PM CDT.  For more information including a complete concert schedule, go to www.risingstarconcerts.com.

Get Your Annual Pass Now

By Dan Wilkinson
     Are you a frequent visitor to Lincoln State Park or other Indiana DNR properties?  Are you tired of paying gate fees?  If so, then you should consider purchasing an Annual Entrance Permit.  Permits cost just $36 for Indiana residents ($46 for non-residents) and allow you to have access to most DNR properties including Lincoln State Park without paying the gate fee.  It only takes a few visits and the permit has paid for itself!  What better reason do you need to explore Lincoln State Park this season.  

     If you’re an Indiana resident and at least 65 years old, it gets even better because you’re eligible for the Golden Hoosier Passport for only $18.  Stop by any state park to get your pass today.  Friends of Lincoln State Park members who contribute at the Pioneer level or higher receive a permit as a benefit of membership.  

     Did you also know that you can also purchase DNR camp gift cards?  Sounds like the perfect gift for the outdoorsman in your family.  Go to www.indiana.reserveworld.com or call the toll free reservation line at 1-866-622-6746 for more information.
You are receiving this message because you are a member of the Friends of Lincoln State Park or have otherwise indicated a willingness to receive our newsletters and periodic updates.  If you would like to be removed from our mailing list please send an e-mail to info@lspfriends.org with the word ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line.














